
 

The Gesualdo Six 
Composition Competition 2018-19 

Composers are invited to submit a new work for The Gesualdo Six’s second Composition 
Competition. The winning works will be premiered by the ensemble at Cadogan Hall 

on Thursday 7 March 2019 and will be considered for publication by Novello & Co Ltd, 
part of the Music Sales Group of Companies. A prize fund of £1000 is available.

About the competition

Composers are invited to set one of the texts printed below, with the final a cappella composition 
lasting between three and five minutes in total. Successful compositions will take into account the 
vocal requirements of the ensemble.

This competition is open to all composers, divided into two age categories: 21 years and under, 
and 22 years and above. The deadline for submissions is Tuesday 18 December 2018 at 5pm. 

2019 marks the 80th anniversary of the beginning of the Second World War; three texts have been 
chosen with this in mind, including poems by Christina Rossetti and Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Words by 
Mary Elizabeth Coleridge and Ivor Gurney are also included, alongside two sacred Latin antiphons. 

The competition will be judged by a specially convened panel including Cheryl Frances-Hoad, 
Nigel Short, Kate Johnson, Owain Park and members of The Gesualdo Six. In addition, John 
Rutter will hold an online Q&A session on score presentation before the submission deadline, 
providing composers with an opportunity to learn from his vast experience of publishing scores and 
notating music for their own submissions.

About the ensemble

Established in March 2014, The Gesualdo Six is a vocal consort comprised of some of the UK’s 
finest young consort singers, directed by Owain Park. Since its formation, the ensemble has given 
over one hundred performances, singing a diverse repertoire of renaissance and contemporary 
music. They recently released their debut recording, English Motets, on Hyperion Records to 
critical acclaim. 

http://www.thegesualdosix.co.uk/product/english-motets/


ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  

1. Entrants are required to submit a setting of one of the six texts printed within this document. 

2. The work should be scored for six unaccompanied voices (AATTBarB).

3. The work should ideally last between three and five minutes based on a metronome mark given 
at the head of the composition, but works outside of this guideline will be considered. 

4. Scores may be handwritten or computer-set but in any case should be suitable for performance 
without further typesetting. Entries must not bear the name of the composer but should use a 
pseudonym (or a random code of letters/numbers).

5. The competition is open to composers of any nationality and of any age. 

6. Only one application per composer will be considered.

SUBMISSIONS 

1. Postal submissions 

a. Scores should be sent to: Owain Park, The Old Music Office, Trinity College, Cambridge, 
CB2 1TQ.

b. The composer should use a pseudonym (or code) on the printed score. 

c. One unbound copy of the score should be sent. 

d. The application form below should be completed, and should be enclosed with a copy of 
the first page of music from the score in a separate sealed envelope marked clearly with 
the pseudonym used.

e. The deadline for submissions is Tuesday 18 December 2018 at 5pm.

2. Email submissions

a. Scores should be sent in PDF form to: composers@thegesualdosix.co.uk. This email 
address will be monitored by an external administrator; only the scores will be seen by 
members of the panel when adjudicating. 

b. The composer should use a pseudonym (or code) on the score.

c. The application form below should be completed, and should be attached as part of the 
email submission.

d. The deadline for submissions is Tuesday 18 December 2018 at 5pm. 

PRIZE FUND 

1. A prize fund of £1000 is available, to be allocated at the panel’s discretion.

2. In the event of a winning entry in both categories, the prizes will be split accordingly:
- 21 years and under: £400
- 22 years and above: £600

mailto:composers@thegesualdosix.co.uk


RANGE CHART 

This chart shows the approximate comfortable ranges for members of The Gesualdo Six.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS  

1. The work must be original and the entry form signed with the written guarantee that it is solely 
the work of the composer. 

2. The work must not have had a public performance, nor a recording that is publicly available 
(whether commercial or not), nor a broadcast of any sort. 

3. The competition will be judged by a specially convened panel including Cheryl Frances-Hoad 
(composer, Chester Music), Nigel Short (conductor, Tenebrae), Kate Johnson (Promotion & 
Communications Director, Music Sales Limited), Owain Park and members of The Gesualdo Six.

4. The winner(s) will be notified by the end of January 2019; the first performance will be given on 
Thursday 7 March 2019 at 7.30pm at Cadogan Hall.

5. The panel reserves the right to withhold the prize(s). 

6. In all matters relating to the competition the decision of the panel is final and no correspondence 
regarding the result will be entertained, apart from the winning entrants. 

7. Scores are sent at entrants’ own risk. On your request, we can acknowledge receipt of scores 
but we are unable to return any material submitted. 

8. Personal details on the entry form will be processed according to Data Protection Act 2018. The 
winning entrant(s) is/are expected to take part in post-competition publicity and to agree to their 
name(s) being made publicly known.

9. All entrants will be notified of the outcome by email or post by the end of January 2019. 

10. The winning entrant(s) must grant permission to The Gesualdo Six to make the first recording 
of the winning piece(s) and to perform the work(s) in public for no extra fee.



TEXTS 
Translations included where appropriate

1. Remember
Christina Rossetti 

Remember me when I am gone away, 
  Gone far away into the silent land; 
  When you can no more hold me by the hand, 
Nor I half turn to go yet turning stay. 
Remember me when no more day by day 
  You tell me of our future that you planned: 
  Only remember me; you understand 
It will be late to counsel then or pray. 
Yet if you should forget me for a while 
  And afterwards remember, do not grieve: 
  For if the darkness and corruption leave 
  A vestige of the thoughts that once I had, 
Better by far you should forget and smile 
  Than that you should remember and be sad.

* * *

2. The Wind
Ivor Gurney

All night the fierce wind blew – 
All night I knew 
Time, like a dark wind, blowing 
All days, all lives, all memories 
Down empty endless skies –
A blind wind, strowing 
Bright leaves of life's torn tree 
through blank eternity: 
Dreadfully swift, Time blew. 
All night I knew 
the outrush of its going. 

At dawn a thin rain wept. 
Worn out, I slept 
And woke to a fair morning. 
My days were amply long, and I 
  content 
In their accomplishment – 
Lost the wind's warning.



3. Da pacem Domine
Votive antiphon for peace

Da pacem Domine 
in diebus nostris
quia non est alius
qui pugnet pro nobis
nisi tu Deus noster.

Give peace, O Lord, 
in our time
because there is no one else
who will fight for us
if not you, our God.

* * * 

4. Ave, Regina caelorum
Marian antiphon

Ave, Regina caelorum,
Ave, Domina Angelorum,
Salve radix, salve porta
Ex qua mundo lux est orta.

Gaude, Virgo gloriosa
Super omnes speciosa;
Vale, O valde decora,
Et pro nobis Christum exora.

[V. Dignare me laudare te Virgo sacrata
R. Da mihi virtutem contra hostes tuos.]

Hail, O Queen of Heaven.
Hail, O Lady of Angels
Hail, root of holiness, hail gate
From whom light has risen on the world;

Rejoice, glorious Virgin
Beautiful above all others;
Farewell, most fair one,
And pray to Christ for us.

[V. Allow me to praise thee, O sacred 
Virgin.
R. Against thy enemies give me strength.] 



5. Evening prayer
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

O Lord my God, I thank thee that thou 
hast brought this day to a close.
I thank thee that thou hast given me 
peace in body and in soul.
Thy hand has been over me 
and has protected and preserved me.
Forgive my puny faith, the ill 
that I this day have done, 
and help me to forgive all 
who have wronged me.

Grant me a quiet night’s sleep 
beneath thy tender care, 
and defend me from all the 
temptations of darkness.

Into thy hands I commend my loved ones 
and all who dwell in this house.
I commend my body and soul.
O Lord God, thy holy name be praised.

Herr, mein Gott, Ich danke dir, daß du 
diesen Tag zu Ende gebracht hast; 
ich danke dir, daß du Leib und Seele zur 
Ruhe kommen läßt. 
Deine Hand war über mir und hat mich 
behütet und bewahrt. 
Vergib allen Kleinglauben und alles 
Unrecht dieses Tages 
und hilf, daß ich allen vergebe, 
die mir Unrecht getan haben.

Laß mich in Frieden 
unter deinem Schutz schlafen 
und bewahre mich vor den 
Anfechtungen der Finsternis.

Ich befehle dir die Meinen, 
ich befehle dir dieses Haus, 
ich befehle dir meinen Leib 
und meine Seele. 
Gott, dein heiliger Name sei gelobt.  

[Composers are invited to set the text in either language]

* * *

6. L’Oiseau Bleu (The Blue Bird)
Mary Elizabeth Coleridge

The lake lay blue below the hill.
O’er it, as I looked, there flew
Across the waters, cold and still,
A bird whose wings were palest blue.

The sky above was blue at last,
The sky beneath me blue in blue.
A moment, ere the bird had passed,
It caught his image as he flew.  



APPLICATION FORM 

Personal Information (all applicants)

Name: 

Date of birth:

Address: 

Tel No:
 
Email address: 

Website (if applicable):

Chosen text for submission:

Postal submissions only

In a separate sealed envelope please include: 
1. The completed entry form 
2. The first page of music from the score (for identification purposes) 
3. The pseudonym used clearly marked on the front of the separate sealed envelope  

Please send, along with one unbound copy of the complete score, to: 

Owain Park, The Old Music Office, Trinity College, Cambridge, CB2 1TQ.

Closing date: Tuesday 18 December 2018 at 5pm

Declaration (all applicants)

The Gesualdo Six: Composition Competition 2018-19

I confirm that this work is original and solely my own work and does not infringe upon any third-
party copyrights. I have read and agree to the Terms and Conditions of this competition. 

Signed: 

Date: 


